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galaxy (n.)
late 14c., from French galaxie or directly from Late Latin galaxias "the Milky Way" as a 
feature in the night sky (in classical Latin via lactea or circulus lacteus), from Greek galaxias 
(adj.), in galaxias kyklos, literally "milky circle," from gala (genitive galaktos) "milk" (from 
PIE root *g(a)lag- “milk").

— “See yonder, lo, the Galaxyë Which men clepeth the Milky Wey, For hit is 
whyt.” 

                                         [Chaucer, "House of Fame"]
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—Galileo Galilei (1610)



“It is far more natural and conceivable to regard them as being not such 
enormous single stars but systems of many, whose distance presents them 
in such a narrow space that the light, which is individually imperceptible 

from each of them, reaches us on account of their immense multitude in a 
uniform pale glimmer. Their analogy with the stellar system in which we 
find ourselves, their shape, which is just what it ought to be according to 
our theory, the feebleness of their light which demands a presupposed 
infinite distance: all this is in perfect harmony with the view that these 

elliptical figures are just universes and, so to speak, Milky Ways, like those 
whose constitution we have just unfolded.” —Immanuel Kant (1755)

—Caroline & William Herschel (1785)
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