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How do we measure stellar 
temperatures?
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A star’s full classification includes a spectral type 
(OBAFGKM) and a luminosity class (related to the 
size & surface gravity of a star - bigger is brighter):

 I — supergiant
 II — bright giant
 III — giant
 IV — subgiant
 V — main sequence

Examples: Sun — G2 V
   Sirius — A1 V
   Proxima Centauri — M5.5 V
   Betelgeuse — M2 I
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The width of lines varies with surface gravity

Problem 1.7


